
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Read Your Bible 

 

          We read selections from the Sacred Scripture every day here at Mass. Now do you 

know that not too long ago a survey was taken that told us that the best-selling book of 

the 20th century was the bible? And at the same time, you and I both know that the bible 

is probably the least read book of the 20th century. So, to me that survey seems like the 

figment of someone’s imagination. It sounds like something I would say to get you to 

read your bible. 

     But whatever the statistics may be on bible purchasing and reading, we all know that 

we ourselves do not read the bible enough. Oh, we might buy the latest translations. We 

might buy huge family bibles with all kinds of wonderful pictures in them. We may 

even buy tiny editions to throw into our purses or into the glove compartments of our 

cars. 

     They may be in red or white. Green or black. They may be leather, vinyl, cardboard 

or paperback. And we probably give bibles as gifts to friends and family who are 

getting married or celebrating an anniversary. And we hope that those we love will 

read them. But the big question is: Do they? And, do we? 

     St. Paul tells us that all scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching. For 

reproof, correction and training in holiness so that the man of God may be fully 

competent and equipped for every good work.  

     That is what the bible is. It is not just another book. It is the living word of God. And 

anyone who seriously reads the bible will experience something that cannot be 

explained. The words of the bible have a mysterious, fantastic hidden power. They not 

only have something to say, they also have the power to move the reader to do what 

they say. Or at least they try to move him or her to do what they say. 

     There is something about the words of the bible that are very much alive. Is God in 

the bible? Well, his Spirit is certainly there. The Holy Spirit is the power behind the 

words of scripture. But don’t take my word for it. Read the bible often and find out for 

yourself.  

     God wants to talk to you and with you. He wants to make saint out of you. If you 

want this to happen, then you’ve got to read your bible. 


